
Bob Carr M.P. 
Leader of the Opposition 

February 22, 1989. 

CARR RELEASES RECORD ON COASTAL DEVELOPMENT 

The Leader of the Opposition, Mr. Bob Carr, today ridiculed 
allegations by the Government that he had approved 
controversial coastal developments when a Minister. He 
released a list of 14 coastal developments that demonstrated 
the open-slather approach that commenced with the election 
of the Greiner-Murray Government. 

"These allegations have been made before. I have rebutted 
them in the Parliamentary debate on November 10, 1988 and in 
a 2BL debate with Matt Singleton on December 8, 1988- 

"When I was Minister for Planning and Environment I was 
relentlessly attacked by the National Party for being too 
restrictive in my approach to coastal development. 

"They accused me of driving investment to Queensland, 
destroying employment along the coastline and so on. 

"The Government cannot name a single development along the 
coast approved by the previous Government that failed to 
meet environmental tests, that was pushed over local council 
opposition or approved against the advice of the then-
Department of Planning and Environment. 

"That is the difference between them and us. 

"Current developments that are causing controversy are 
either: 

* developments that have been brought forward since 
the change of Government, for example, the major 
developments in the Tweed, the development at 
North Entrance and the urbanisation of 33 kilometres 
of coastline in Bega Valley Shire. Some were brought 
forward within days of Labor's loss of government; 

* developments that were around when I was Minister 
but only in discussion stage and which received no 
development approval. The Caves Beach development 
fits into this category." 

"The Government's list of developments allegedly approved 
when I was Minister is a grab-bag of developments approved 
by local councils within established coastal towns, like 
Coffs Harbour or Port Macquarie. 

"Unlike Mr. Murray I did not bully councils to approve 
developments. In fact I frequently criticised them for 
being too gung-ho for development." 
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Mr. Carr added that local conservationists and residents' 
groups were the final judge on who was the better 
environmentalist - him or Wal Murray. 

Mr. Carr said his achievements as Minister for Plaflning and 
Environment included: 

* the expansion of national parks along the coast; 

* the introduction of the policy protecting coastal 
wetlands in 1985; 

* a policy restraining the growth of canal estates; 

* the amendment of shire-wide plans submitted by 
North Coast councils so that they provided 
greater environmental protection, for example, 
in Bellingen and Byron; and, 

* the rejection of numerous bad development 
proposals. 

Mr. Carr said that among those developments he rejected 
were: 

* a plan for a major canal estate subdivision in 
Bellingen Shire; 

* the Matt Singleton-backed proposal for a residential 
tourist development at Nambucca Heads; and, 

* the 30 kilometre long subdivision in Bega Valley 
Shire. 

The attached list shows the difference between the previous 
and the present government on coastal development. 

* 	* 	* 
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CURRENT CONTROVERSIAL COASTAL DEVELOPMENTS 

DEVELOPMENT 
	

CARR'S ATTITUDE 
	

GRE INER ' S ATTITUDE 

Bega Valley Shire 

Proposals to 	The plan was developed by 
urbanise 33 kms 	Council and consultants in 
of natural 	 1985 and was twice rejected 
coastal country, 	by the Department of 
a threat of urban 	Planning and Environment 
sprawl through 	and Carr as Minister. 
forests and 
around coastal lakes. 
Regarded by planners 
and conservationists 
as dissastrous. 

The plan re-emerged and 
was resubmitted on 
Tuesday, March 22, 1988, 
three days after 
election of the Greiner 
Government. 

Adco Pty Ltd., 
Tweed Shire 

A government-owned 
site considered 
suitable for types 
of tourist 
development. 
Controversy 
over Tweed Council's 
insistence on 
set-back 
requirements. 

Pottsville, 
Tweed Shire 

A residential 
canal development. 

In 1985 Carr placed an 
an order under the 
Heritage Act on the site, 
stopping further destruction 
of the natural environment 
and bringing further 
development to a halt. 

A concept for big 
development plan 
announced in media, 
with support of 
Wal Murray. 

Development appears to be 
going ahead. 

Carr amended draft Tweed 
plan to rezone Letitia 
Spit land for open space, 
in January 1988. 

South Kingscliff 

No development application 	Support for $2 billion 
received while Carr was 	proposal. Deputy 
Minister. 	 Premier vows to overturn 

local government 
restrictions. Visits 
council to criticise 
their restriction on 
development. 
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DEVELOPMENT 
	

CARR'S ATTITUDE 
	

GREINER' S ATTITUDE 

Ocean Blue, 
Fingal Head, 
Tweed Shire. 

Carr placed wetlands 
protection over part of 
area, protected 
rainforest area on 
another part of site 
and in January 1988 
approved open space 
zoning. No development 
contemplated. 

Lease given on part of 
site to open way for 
development approval for 
hotel and government 
support for marina 
proposal in wetlands 
area. Aboriginal land 
claim refused. 

Atco, 
North Kingscliff. 

Major tourist 
development at 
Wommin Lake. 

South Kingscliff 

Lenen Developments 
of Queensland 
propose high-rise 
development - 
two huge tourist 
developments 
amounting to a 
$700 million 
international 
resort. 

Wetland zoning approval 
by Carr. No development 
proposal advanced while 
he was Minister. 

No development proposed. 

Proposal has emerged 
since change of 
government. 

Concept advanced since 
change of government, 
with strong support of 
Wal Murray who describes 
it as "excellent". 
Bullying of Council 
over erosion line and 

Mount Nullum, 
Tweed Shire. 

Resort proposal 	No proposal under 	 Little known about status 
for mountaintop, 	previous government, 	 of proposal at this 

,'Crown land. 	 stage. 

I) 



-3- 

CARR'S ATTITUDE 

Development not submitted 
to the Labor Government. 

The application was 
rejected by Carr, against 
the advice of his 
Department, after 
representations from 
local residents. 

Carr had been briefed 
on proposal. It received 
no further consideration 
while he was Minister. 

GREINER' S ATTITUDE 

Essington Developments 
made siibmission to Wyong 
Shire Council on April 6, 
1988. On September 16, 
1988 calls for 
expressions of interest 
advertised. The Deputy 
Premier requested that 
the Shire Council rezone 
the land. 

As Minister, Matt 
Singleton threatened to 
have the Council 
dismissed for not 
supporting the 'Shire 
President's proposals 
for the development. 

Proposal accelerated 
rapidly after the 
election and has 
been approved 
following the urging of 
local MP/Mayor Ivan Welsh 
and the willingness of 
the Minister to abandon 
coastal protection 
zonings. 

DEVELOPMENT 

North Entrance 
Peninsula 

$250 million 
Tasman Sound 
resort hotel in 
Wyong Shire. 

Bellinger Keys 
Estate 

A proposal for a 
canal subdivision. 

Caves Beach, 
Central Coast 

$500 milliori 
tourist resort. 

1% 
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DEVELOPMENT CARR'S ATTITUDE 

While the project had been 
supported by the Investment 
Corporation and announced by 
the then-Premier, Carr and 
Mr. Unsworth met a 
delegation of 
conservationists opposed 
to the development. On 
November 19, 1987 Carr said 
in Parliament: 
"It will proceed if it meets 
the tests. If it does not 
meet the tests, it will 
fail." 
He required Council to 
produce a detailed 
environment study. 

In 1987 the development 
had been approved by 
Ballina Shire. Carr 
reviewed the consent and 
ordered a commission 
of inquiry. This 
recommended additional 
safeguards to preserve 
wetlands and these were 
adopted. 

Bonville 
Development, 
South of Coffs 
Harbour 

Major tourist 
resort 
development, 
with residential 
and educational 
components. 
$500 million. 

Pitt development 

A tourist 
development in 
Ballina Shire. 

GREINER'S ATTITUDE 

Coffs Harbour Council 
is now preparing a 
rezoning to permit 
development, with support 
of State Government 
Ministers before 
environmental study 
completed. All Council 
reports recommend 
rejection of development. 
Tim Moore has rejected 
proposal for national 
park on site. 

The Government has 
relaxed the conditions. 

Broken Head, 
Byron Shire 

A caravan park 
site considered 
for resort 
development by 
the NSW Tourist 
Commission. 

In 1987 Carr and Hallam 
added the area to Broken 
Head Nature Reserve, thus 
protecting it from 
development. 

Conservationists 
concerned about 
its future. 
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A Carr Labor Governrnnt will iSSUe this challenqe. 

We will say to the public sector 	Wherever it can 
dmr1strLo that it can provide a cormercial srv1ce, on equal 
teLms with the private sector, we will encourage it to develop 
busin€s units. 

Let me come to three Specific economic sectors: 	forestry, tiuijm and urh.4 renwl. 

Ec'Rf 	QRI4_?ffi) 

In Now South Wales, the timber industry directly sutjn 
almost 10,QOQ jobs and the estimated contribution of forest 
products alone to the State's economy Is almost $1 tllii. 

Yet it Is an industry which is workinç with one hand tied 
behird its back, stifled by the Fahey Gover - nmertl'c )ack of ].cadeiship. 

With zenwed investment we can make timber re5ources growth £ridustry 	supporting even more jobs, better and safer 
working cflthtjns and better timber products. 

you knew, at the last Stat.e Conference I said Labor would 
::rporatise pine and hardwood forestry operations. 	We would 
mprove environrnenlal assessment procedures to help resolve 
:nflict in the forests. 

Oux approach has been Suppc'ze3 by the Industry Coimjsjon 

Today lt me build on that package of reform. by annQuncjt: 

• 	First, an overhu1 of the contract 	ystern governing access to timber supplIes. 

All new contrActs for access to forest resources will be 
ociitlor)al on a commitment from industry to add yalue 

through new investment In machinery. 

• 	Second, as part of conLiactual agreements, industry will 
be required to make a commitment to large scale hardwood 
plantations through a "pantaton levy." 

• 	Third, 	we 	will 	guarantee eCologically 	sustaInable 
forestry OPerations through our new State Forests Board 
which will supersede the Forestry Commission. 

Our new State Forests Board - representing Industry, 
union and conseivatjonjst interests 	will guarantee 
public participation to ensure full accountability 	f public forest management. 	 o  

These 
direct 

reforms 	have 
and indirect 

the 
jobs 

potential 
over.  

to 	create 	up 	o 	5,000 


